Rough Draft of Results Section
Getting Started on Your Posters

Goals

This assignment aims to help you:


· Apply the four key tasks of visual communication to develop effective results sections for your poster
· Tease apart the results of your research from their implications 

· Use the iterative nature of the writing process to your advantage

Deliverable
1. Rough draft of your poster in PowerPoint, if possible, with an emphasis on the results section.  

It’s likely that at this point you will have more “results” than you have room for on your poster.  Don’t panic; this is normal and actually is a good position to be in.  Bring as many visual displays as you need just now.  (They don’t need to be in the poster template – they don’t even need to be computer generated.  They do need to be neat and legible.)

Keep in mind all the other sections of a poster that will need to be included.  (All the Common Moves will appear on your poster.)  At a minimum, leave room for them on the poster – though you may begin to sketch these out now if it is appropriate for you.
Preparation and Implementation

2. Read the assignments in Montgomery, with a special emphasis on his explanation of the Discussion of Results and Summary or Conclusions that begins on page 88. 


3. Gather your research together.  Look at your results so far and think about your interpretations of them.  What have you found?  What does it mean?  What are key points do you want to make?


4. Go to Blackboard and review the materials about posters and visual communication.  Use the Four Key Tasks of Visual Communication to help you decide how to represent your results.  


5. Start roughing out your results section by sketching out visual displays to represent your findings.  If you are comfortable with PowerPoint, open the Poster Templates link and pick one that matches the requirements of the NU URS and work in that.  The results section is our main focus, but plug in all the elements of a poster, or at least leave space for them on one version.  Bring your drafts with you to conferences next week.  
